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The Year 8 Course 

Overview 

Year 8 students con�tinue to study a broad range of subjects. These studies allow students to widen their 
understanding of each Key Learning Area (KLA) in prepara�tion for the variety of opportuni�ties o�ffered in 
Middle School. 

Year 8 students study nine different subjects during a normal week.

Subject Periods per week 

English 5 periods per week 

Mathematics 5 periods per week 

Science 3 periods per week 

Humanities 4 periods per week 

Health & Physical Education 4 Periods per week 

Language (French) 3 periods per week 

Art (2 studied per semester) 
• Art
• Music
• Ceramics
• Drama

2 periods per subject per week 

Technology (1 studied per semester) 
• Product Design & Technology
• Food Studies

2 periods per week 



CORE SUBJECTS 



ENGLISH CURRICULUM

ENGLISH SEAL (8EALP) 

OVERVIEW 

The course offers a balanced and integrated ap-

proach to language development, combining the 

three strands of: 

• Reading & Viewing

• Speaking & Listening

• Writing

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN 

Students learn the ways in which language varies 

according to content, purpose, context and audi-

ence, and construct written texts for various pur-

poses. 

They will learn about genre, including Creative 

Non-Fiction and Gothic Fiction, and learn to ana-

lyse and use defining features of different genres. 

They learn to critically analyse a range of texts, 

including novels, films, poetry, short stories, and 

non-fiction writing. 

Students write both analytically and creatively and 

use ICT to edit and publish their work. 

Students use planned and spontaneous speaking 

and listening to explore, discuss and practise the 

language used in various contexts. Their learning 

about language involves accumulating knowledge 

through experience, community engagement, ex-

ploration, communication, investigation and reflec-

tion. 



 ARTS CURRICULUM

ART (8AAR) 

OVERVIEW 

Students engage in exploration and discovery 

through a range of topics that introduce a variety 

of techniques and media. Past experiences are 

built upon, and students develop confidence 

through involvement.  

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN 

Using the elements and principles of design, plan-

ning, selection and modification, students will pro-

duce and present an artwork that uses symbols to 

represent aspects of their Significant Person in 

Semester 1 or of themselves in My World in Se-

mester 2. 

Through discussion, students develop an under-

standing of how artworks are made. 



 ARTS CURRICULUM

DRAMA (8ADR) 

OVERVIEW 

Drama encourages students to gain an under-

standing of how people think and feel in a variety 

of situations. Students will imagine, project and 

identify with a variety of new situations through 

role play and realisation of character. Topics cov-

ered will include: 

• Improvisation

• Slapstick Comedy

• Creative Movement

• Script Writing

• Creating Character

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN 

The course uses Drama as a means of enhancing 

personal development, confidence, self-esteem 

and creativity and of working constructively with 

others. 

Skills: 

• Presenting and Performing

• Responding and Interpreting

• Exploring and Expressing Ideas

• Drama Practices



 ARTS CURRICULUM

CERAMICS (8ACE) 

OVERVIEW 

This unit introduces the clay medium, enabling 

students to develop and refine a range of sculptur-

al and functional forms. Students will use starting 

points such as symbolism, experience and re-

search.  

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN 

Students will plan, select and modify visual re-

sources, aiming to create ceramic models suited 

to individual or group display. Students will be in-

volved in class discussion prior to the develop-

ment of ideas, using appropriate language to de-

scribe the images and forms. 



 ARTS CURRICULUM

MUSIC (8AMU) 

OVERVIEW 

Music theory covers the basics of reading and 

writing music, post 1950 contemporary music, his-

tory of music and basic music, through listening, 

creating and performing.  

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN 

Students develop basic skills on either keyboard, 

guitar or drums. They explore the sound and use 

of the instruments and learn to perform. They also 

learn about creating their own music, using either 

traditional notation or graphic notation. They also 

experience playing together in a group. Students 

listen to different types of music from various cul-

tures, styles, instrumentation and eras. 



HUMANITIES CURRICULUM

HUMANITIES SEAL (8HALP) 

OVERVIEW 

History 

In the discipline of History, students’ study Sho-

gunate Japan and Medieval Europe. As well as 

studying how people lived in these times, students 

come to see the reasons why certain events in 

world history occurred and how they helped shape 

the world we know today. Students compare me-

dieval societies (daily life, social features and gov-

ernment) with the modern world. 

Geography 

Throughout their study of Geography, students 

will focus on the concept of sustainability and how 

as Geographers we can use data to make more 

informed sustainable choices. Students will under-

take the study of landscapes. They consider the 

interaction between humans and an environment 

of their choosing and how to best manage the 

challenges of this landscape. Students then inves-

tigate how nations change, with a particular focus 

on how nations manage challenges with popula-

tion growth and decline and increasing urbanisa-

tion. 

Civics 

Students will discuss the freedoms that enable 

active participation in Australia's democracy within 

the bounds of law, including freedom of speech, 

association, assembly, religion and movement. 

Economics 

Students will explore basic economic concepts 

such as consumers and budgets. 

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN 

History 

Students will conduct independent research to 

create a model to contribute to the class museum. 

Students will investigate the importance of study-

ing history, and develop the skills required to 

be historians themselves including sequencing 

chronologically, using historical sources as 

evidence, iden-tifying continuity and change, 

analysing causes and effect and determining 

historical significance. 

Geography 

Students will learn how to analyse the 

world around them using geographical concepts, 

includ-ing place, space and interconnection. 

They con-sider spatial distributions and 

patterns and their implications and consider 

interconnections be-tween and within places 

and changes resulting from these. Students 

will undertake research, complete 

investigations including fieldwork, and collect 

and analyse data. 

Civics 

Students participate in the What Matters? 

compe-tition, researching, writing and 

presenting a per-suasive speech on a topic that 

they feel passion-ate about. They also 

investigate people who are currently acting as 

changemakers in our society and identify the 

strategies they are using to im-prove their 

communities. 

Economics 

Students will learn to distinguish between 

needs and wants, goods and services. They will 

investi-gate factors that influence consumers 

choice such as marketing, budget and 

government interven-tion. 



LANGUAGES CURRICULUM

FRENCH SEAL (8LALP) 

OVERVIEW 

Students participate in a variety of activities de-

signed to further develop their listening, speaking, 

reading and writing skills in the French language. 

These include role plays, conversations and 

games, as well as written and listening exercises. 

Students continue to explore the relationship be-

tween language and culture. 

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN 

Topics covered may include: 

• Houses and homes

• School life

• Leisure activities

• Around the town



MATHEMATICS CURRICULUM

MATHEMATICS SEAL (8MALP) 

OVERVIEW 

Mathematics involves: Number and Algebra, 

Measurement and Geometry, Statistics and Prob-

ability. 

The program will enable students to: 

• Extend and develop their higher or abstract

mental processes

• Extend and develop their capacity to suc-

cessfully and competently complete problem

-solving tasks and investigative work in

mathematics

• Develop an awareness, appreciation and

enjoyment of mathematics, presented in the

context of the real world, using practical

based experiences

• Become confident in working successfully

with others and communicating efficiently

both within and without the group

• Develop confidence and competence in the

use of technology and computing software

including spreadsheets and various applica-

tions as well as Web- based programs, such

as Smarter Maths, for investigation of math-

ematical concepts and problem solving.

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN 

Learning Tasks will come in the following two 

forms: 

• Maths Topic Testing

• Rich Learning Tasks

Skills Practice and Standard Applications 

Students will be required to learn standard algo-

rithms and techniques, as well as completing the 

work set. This will be targeted to meet every stu-

dent’s individual learning level. The majority of this 

work will be done in class and assessed 3-4 times 

per term.  

Rich Tasks 

These activities will involve both major and minor 

reports. Both will involve the ability to demonstrate 

comprehension of the problem-solving and model-

ling strategies to work towards a solution for the 

problem, evaluation of the results, and an ability to 

communicate the results succinctly and 

effectively.   



PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH EDUCATION

(8PPE: PRACTICAL COMPONENT) (8PHE: HEALTH THEORY)

OVERVIEW 

This unit is aimed at developing students’ general 

body awareness, fundamental motor skills and 

knowledge of the principles and elements of hu-

man movement. 

The theoretical components, together with the 

practical work, enhance the student’s knowledge 

and understanding of physical education and 

health issues. 

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN 

Practical units include:

• Fitness (weekly)
• Volleyball
• Athletics
• AFL
• Tennis
• Netball
• Badminton
• Cultural Games

These activities promote understanding of 
physical fitness, activity and movement, safety, 
and sportsmanship. 

Codes of behaviour and rules of the games will be 
taught. The area examines team strategy, 
sportsmanship, leadership, cooperation, 
responsible behaviour and using and adapting a 
range of motor skills. 

Students will also study the area of Health 
Knowledge and Promotion. Students will develop 
a sound knowledge and understanding:

• Nutrition and function
• Sexual and cultural identity
• Risk taking
• Illicit drugs and substances

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM



SCIENCE CURRICULUM

SCIENCE SEAL (8SALP) 

OVERVIEW 

Students will explore the following topics through-

out the year: 

• Different Types of Energy

• Energy Conversion

• Geology

• Microscopes and Cell Structure

• Body Systems

• Chemistry

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN 

Students will study different types of energy and 

how energy converts from one form to another. 

They will explore how energy is transferred and 

do an investigation on the best types of insulating 

material for different applications. 

Students will build on their knowledge of classifi-

cation by investigating the next tier of living biolog-

ical systems. They will investigate the structure of 

a living organism from its atomic level to the whole 

organism. By understanding the systems individu-

ally, students will understand the importance of 

each system and its role in the transport systems 

of the organism as a whole. 

The chemistry unit will build on the student’s un-

derstanding of the particle model and will extend 

their knowledge to the structure of an atom, the 

periodic table and the history that encompasses it. 

The students will explore the groups and periods 

on the Periodic Table and the reactivity that will 

lead them into electro valency and bonding. Once 

students have mastered the periodic table, they 

will continue with writing word and chemical equa-

tions that will identify compounds and mixtures. 

Students will predict and use open-ended ques-

tions to discuss real-world issues based on the 

theories currently in place. By collaborating with 

their peers, students will investigate a range of 

investigations including laboratory work and show 

their understanding of a concept with the use of 

models. Students will communicate ideas by find-

ing solutions to problems using scientific language 

and representation using digital technologies. 

They will explore throughout the year the use of 

technology and develop their 21st Century skills. 



 TECHNOLOGY CURRICULUM 

PRODUCT DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY & FOOD STUDIES

(8TPD: PRODUCT DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY) 

(8TFS: FOOD STUDIES) 

OVERVIEW 

Students will participate in two Technology 

based subjects Product Design and Technology, 
and Food Studies. These subjects run over a 
semester and students will rotate through 

them within their home groups. 

Please be aware there is a fee for Food Studies 
per semester.

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN 

Product Design and Technology 

Students will be reintroduced to the design 
process while investigating different properties of 
timber. Students will create a storage box that will 
also include material aspects.

Food Studies 

Students explore cooking and baking through 

a number of recipes and are able to expand 

their understanding of different cooking and 

baking techniques. Students will learn about 

kitchen and food safety, nutrition and food 

substitution for al-lergies and intolerances. 

Please note: students are expected to bring a 
container to every lesson to take their cooking 
home. Students who do not bring a container may 
not be able to bring their cooking home.




